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CHAPTER  XI

THE POLICY OF SECULARISATION
** I must confess to a feeling of repulsion. The fact is that
it is instinctive with me not to like foreigners, and I loathe
Protestants, and as you are both, you see ..."
*" I quite understand, but what have you got against
foreigners? "
" Oh, I've absolutely nothing against them except that
they're not French."
** And against Protestants? "
" Crowds of things. In my view they're two-faced, hypo-
critical scum, in fact rats. And so ... but of course I
agree there are exceptions ... but I mean Protestants as a
whole, and French Protestants, naturally, since they're the
only ones I know."
Le Manage de Chiffon, by Gyp, page 190.
THE same formal parity often prevented a qualified judge being
nominated for the Cour de Cassation, the highest Court in France,
because he was a Protestant and the number of posts reserved
for Protestants in accordance with this equitable system had
already been filled.                    .
The associations formed by. solicitors and riotaires supervised
the transfer of practices in a spirit that prevented, for instance,
the spread of anti-Semitism arising from a fear of rivalry, among
the officials or occupants of legal practices. Such an anti-Semitic
feeling was in fact practically impossible since in Paris, for ex-
ample^ among the two hundred odd solicitors there were only a
few Jews and the solicitors' associations jealously ensured that this
proportion was not exceeded. The method used was simple, the
authorisation for the transfer of a practice to a Jew was generally
refused. This procedure was looked upon as so normal that
everyone would have been most indignant had a numerus
clausiis in France for Protestants or Jews been mentioned.
Among the fifty Finance inspectors, the highest officials in the
Ministry of Finance, there was only one Jew. Such a state of
affairs was an extraordinary .demonstration of the idea of
** Liberty and Equality" as regards Jews and Protestants; yet
ir was in no way inspired by any anti-Semitic feeling which was
practically non-existent, since the same attitude was alsa adopted
towards Protestants. It was typical that anti-Semitism should have
been fairly pronounced among the four thousand barristers in the
Courts of Justice, banisters being a liberal profession open to